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ABSTRACT 

One in a series of over 50 similar listings related 
to exceptional children, both handicapped and gifted, the annotated 
bibliography contains 76 references dealing with the counseling 
parents of exceptional children. Ranging across all handicapping 
conditions, physical and mental, and giftedness, the references 
such aspects of parent counseling as child rearing principles, family 
relationship, family counseling, group therapy, parent attitudes, 
parent role, parent-child relationship, and others. Entries, 
include texts, journal articles, research reports, 
literature, were selected from Exceptional 
Given are bibliographic data, availability 
retrieval descriptors, and an abstract for 
subject indexes are provided. (KW) 
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The CEC Information Center on Exceptional Children 



With ; grant from the US Office of Education, the CEC information Center was established at The Council for 
Exceptional Children to serve as a comprehensive source of information on research, instructional materials, 
programs, administration, teacher education, methods, curriculum, etc. for the field of spec i a education. The Center 
functions as the Clearinghouse on Exceptional Children in the Educational Resources Information Centers (ERIC) 
program and also *s a member center in the Instructional Materials Centers Network tor Handicapped Children and 
Youth (IMCNHCY). In addition, the CEC Center’s program includes a commitment to a concentrated effort towards 
the development of products which will interpret research results into educational methods and practices. 

How to Use This Bibliography 

The abstracts in this bibliography have been retrieved from the computer stored information of the CEC 
Information Center on Exceptional Children. Abstracts represent the Center’s complete holdings on the topic as o ? the 
date indicated. 

How to Read the Abstract 

Each abstract contains three sections— bibliographic data, descriptors, and a summary of the document. The 
bibliographic section provides the document’s identifying number (ED and/or EC), publication date, author, title, 
source, and availability. The descriptors indicate the subjects with which a document deals. The summary provides a 
comprehensive overview of the document’s contents and in some cases document availability is announced here. 

How to Use the Indexes 

Some bibliographies in Exceptional Children Bibliography Series contain author and/or subject indexes. In these 
bibliographies, readers seeking work on a specific aspect of the general topic may consult the subject index to be 
referred to specific abstract numbers. Abstracts dealing with several topics may be identified by finding the same 
abstract number under two or more subjects in the subject index. 

f How to Purchase Documents 

For documents available from their publishers, information on price and address is included in ihc abstract. 

Many documents may be purchased in microfiche (a 4” x 6” microfilm card containing up to 70 pages of 
information) and/or hard copy (readable size photo reproduced pages) reproduction from the ERIC Document 
Reproduction Service, For example, ,l EDRS mf indicates the document may be purchased in microfiche 
reproduction and “EDRS mf, he” indicates the document may be purchased in both microfiche and hard copy 
reproduction. 

To determine purchase price for hard copy multiply the document’s number of pages by $ .05, then add $ .10. 
To determine purchase price for microfiche, use the table below. For example a 44 page document in hard copy would 
cost $2.30 (44 x $ ,05+ $ .10) and in microfiche would cost $ .25. 

To order document reproductions, provide the ED number of the desired document, the number of copies being 
ordered, and the type of reproduction desired (microfiche or hard copy). Payment must accompany orders totaling less 
than $5 Add a special handling charge of $ .50 to all orders. The ERIC Document Reproduction Service is registered 
to collect sales taxes. Orders from states which have sales tax laws should include payment of the appropriate tax or 
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ABSTRACTS 



ABSTRACT 10033 

EC 01 0033 ED 01 1 707 

Pubi. Date 65 23p. 

Poole, Belle 

Extending CSiiiicat Services for Men- 
tally Retarded Children at the Com- 
munity Level, 

Children’s Hospital, Los Angeles, Cali 
fornia 

Calif. Stale Dept. Of Public Health, 

Berkeley 

EDRS mf,he 

Descriptors; exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; community pro- 
grams; interagency cooperation; child- 
ren; community services; health serv- 
ices; clinics; public health; family (so- 
ciological unit); inservice programs; 
couneling centers; diagnostic clinics; 
parent counseling; program planning; 
Berkeley Child Development Project; 
Childrens Hospital of Los Angeles; Los 
Angeles Psychoeducational Clinics 

A clinic team consisting of a pediatri- 
cian, social worker, psychologist, and 
public health nurse provided evaluative 
services. The purposes were to demon- 
strate a multidisciplinary approach to 
diagnosis and parent counseling, to train 
and stimulate interest of other profes- 
sions in mental retardation, ar.d to help 
communities develop their own service 
for the retarde ,.hi!d and his family. 
Prom May I960 to October 1961 the 
demonstration project held a total of 14 
clinics in which 54 children (four at each 
clinic) were evaluated. This staff also 
conducted an inservice educational pro- 
gram for public health nurses and social 
workers. Other professional personnel 
attended case stuffings, including physi- 
cians, teachers and school administra- 
tors, and psychologists. Following termi- 
nation of the demonstration project, a 
clinic team was organized through the 
efforts of several public agencies, inelud- 
ing the public schools, A special educa- 
tion clinic under the auspices of the 
public schools was developed. Other 
benefits ascribed to the program as well 
as problems in its implementation are 
pointed out and briefly discussed. Tables 
present data for the 54 cases, (VO) 



ABSTRACT 100B7 

EC 01 0057 ED 015 559 

PubL Date Jul 66 86p> 

Prentice, George 

Increasing Parental Contribution To 
Work Adjustment for the Retarded. 
United Assn Retarded Children, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin 
EDRS mf,he 

Descriptors: exceptional child research, 
mentally handicapped; vocational ad- 
justment; vocational education; voca- 
tional rehabilitation; parent participa- 
tion; motivation techniques; parent edu- 
cation; adolescents; educable mentally 



Counseling 




handicapped; famly influence; job place- 
ment; lower class parents; parent coun- 
seling; sheltered worshops; work atti- 
tudes; young adults 

This project was designed to increase 
parent participation in the vocational 
rehabilitation of adolescent and young 
adult mentally handicapped persons, to 
develop methods of motivating parents 
to participate, and to investigate the 
relationship between parent participa- 
tion and the retardate’s vocational ad- 
justment. During the first year, experi- 
menial and control groups of 78 parents 
each were selected and randomly as- 
signed to subgroups based on the voca- 
tional placement of their children. An 
educational program of group lectures 
and discussions was provided for the 
experimental group. Because of poor 
attendance by parents during the first 
year, methods of motivating parents to 
participate in the program were studied. 
The second year, 28 sets of lower socioe- 
conomic status (SES ) parents were 
randomly assigned to incentive group 
receiving an educational program. li 
addition. Group One received a $50 
bonus, Group Two chose an incentive 
under $50 in value. Group Three partic- 
ipated in a television drawing, and 
Group Pour received no incentive. 
Group Fi M e received neither education 
nor incentive. An upper SES group 
received the educational program but no 
incentive. The third year sample was 
composed of parents of 165 retarded 
young adults assigned to a parent educa- 
tion group, a telephone group, or a 
control group. Clients and families con- 
tinued to receive service from agencies 
but the two experimental groups were 
given the educational program. Pre- and 
post-observer ratings were used to assess 
the workshop participants at the begin- 
ning and end of the program. Results of 
all three studies were inconclusive. Par- 
ent participation in the educational pro- 
gram remained poor all 3 years. Incen- 
tive methods tried during the second 
year were ineffective at increasing at- 
tendance for the majority of parents of 
low SES status. Parent participation and 
vocational adjustment was rated during 
the third year. Retardates whose parents 
were contacted six or more times by 
telephone gained in work adjustment 
ratings and those whose parents attend- 
ed seven or more participation group 
meetings deteriorated in the ratings. 
Pre- and post-rating involved the use of 
different standards. The rating scales 
used in the study are included in appen- 
dixes. (VO) 

ABSTRACT 10162 

EC 01 0162 ED N.A. 

PubL Date May 67 
Streshinsky, Shirley G_ 

Does It Run in the Family, 
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Alexander Graham Bell Assn, For Deaf, 
Washington D. C, 

Volta Review, Volume 69, 1967. 

EDRS not available 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
counseling; heredity; genetics; clinics; 
special services; parent counseling; par- 
ents; counseling programs; counseling 
services; Contra Costa County 

An heredity clinic has been established 
in Contra Costa County, California, as a 
public health program to provide genet- 
ic counseling. A detailed medical history 
(going back four generations, if possible) 
is taken, and all chronic health problems 
occurring in the family appear on the 
record. This information is interpreted 
by a physician who counsels the family 
about possible hereditary diseases. AL 
though 60 percent of the cases are 
handled by private physicians, public 
health officials are available for counsel- 
ing those with no family doctor. Exam- 
ples of genetic counseling are presented. 
Researchers are working to provide new 
tests which can identify carriers of ge- 
netic defects. This article was published 
sn The Volta Review, Volume 69, Num-* 
ber 5, pages 31 1-315, May 1967. (RS) 

ABSTRACT 10171 

EC 01 0171 ED 026 320 

PubL Date 67 
Dale, D. M.C. 

Deaf Children at Home and at School, 
EDRS not available 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; aurally handicapped; teaching 
methods; deaf; children; parent teacher 
cooperation; pathology; etiology; parent 
school relationship; regional planning; 
reading; learning activities; child rear- 
ing; family life; intelligence tests; audi- 
ometric tests; language development; so- 
cial adjustment; lipreading; language in- 
struction; speech instruction; hearing 
aids; auditory training; records (forms); 
regular class placement; adults 

Written as at. introductory text for peo- 
ple who care for children with defective 
hearing, the book discusses factors 
found to be helpful in the educational 
and social treatment of deaf children. 
After some basic information about 
deafness is provided, the young child 
and his family, cooperation between 
home and school, regional services for 
deaf children, and deaf children in ordi- 
nary schools are considered. Also treat- 
ed are language development in the 
young child, the development of lan- 
guage in school, the teaching of reading, 
and speech teaching. Materials on 
school records and on deaf adults arc 
included. Appendixes cover social ad- 
vice, Idiom, vocabulary, lipreading, and 
language activities. A conclusion and a 
96-item bibliography are given. This 
document is available from Charles C 

1 



r 



Thomas, 301-3 27 Hast Lawrence Ave = 
nut, .Springfield, Illinois 62703. LID) 

ABSTRACT 10200 

KC 01 0200 ED 01 K 029 

Publ. Date 65 
Stubblefield, Harold W. 

The Church’s Ministry in Mental Re* 
ta relation. 

EDRS not available 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 

tion; mentally handicapped; family (so- 
ciological unit); counseling; institution- 
alized (persons); institutional personnel; 
residential centers; residential programs; 
religious factors; parent attitudes; parent 
reaction; individual needs; parent coun- 
seling; family counseling; church re- 
sponsibility; church role; children; 
church programs; adolescents; adults; 
religious education 

Written by a chaplain in a public resi- 
dential institution for mentally retarded 
persqs, the book defines the role of the 
church in helping the mentally retarded 
and their families. The challenge to the 
church is presented. The discussion o r 
the ministry to the family treats mental 
retardation as a family problem and the 
pastoral care of parents of retarded 
persons. Consideration of the church's 
ministry to retarded persons includes the 
religious consciousness of the retarded* 
Christian education of the retarded, pas- 
(oral care of the retarded, institutional 
ministry, and the social welfare role of 
the church. An annotated bibliography 
lists ! 8 items. This document is availa- 
ble from the Broad man Press, Nashville, 
Tennessee, for $4.00. (DF) 

ABSTRACT 10224 

EC 01 0224 ED N.A. 

Pnbl. Date 67 

Kugel, Robert R.; Parsons, Mabel H. 
Children of Deprivation, Changing 
the Course of Familial Retardation* 
Children's Bur., Welfare Admin., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

EDRS not available 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
mental I y handicapped; family (sociology 
ical unit); environmental influences; 
preschool children; educable mentally 
handicapped; family life education; 
child development; family health; medi- 
cal treatment; social opportunities; pres- 
chool programs; experimental programs; 
family environment; interdisciplinary 
approach; intelligence level; disadvan- 
taged environment; culturally disadvan- 
taged; economically disadvantaged; case 
studies (education); electroence- 
phalography; etiology; socioeconomic 
background; Interaction 

Designed to record the growth and 
development of preschool familial re- 
tarded children and to alter the course of 
their development by enriching aspects 
of their lives and improving their 
homes, this 5=year project used a multi- 
disciplinary approach utilizing pediatri- 
cians, dentists, educators, psychologists, 
speech therapists, social workers, public 
health nurses, and a home economist. 
The 16 subjects (aged 3 to 6) had 

o 



Sianford-Binet IQ scores between 50 
and 84 no neurological deficits, one or 
both parents and at least one sibling 
regarded as mentally subnormal, and 
were classified In the Sower socioecon- 
omic class. All 16 children and 21 of 
their 93 siblings attended an experimen- 
tal nursery school for I lo 3 years. 
Intervention consisted of medical and 
dental care, psychological testing and 
observation, training of mothers in nu- 
trition and food preparation, and social 
interaction among mothers through 
group meetings and sewing classes. In- 
tensive medical diagnoses revealed that 
children classified as retarded were so 
partly because of mild encephalopathy, 
partly because of psychosocial factors, 
and frequently both. The growth rate of 
the children (w'ho were 81 percent below 
the average for North American child- 
ren in weight and 84 percent below 
average in height) over the course of the 
project ranged from 0 to 24,4 percent 
partly due to increased nutritional in- 
take, Although 32 of the 35 children 
who attended the experimental school 
showed some increment in IQ, the great- 
est gain was found in the group who had 
normal electroencephalographs (EEC ). 
The group meetings gave the mothers a 
feeling of belonging and being accepted 
and were more successful than the sew- 
ing classes. The data suggest that inten- 
sive work with these preschool children 
and their families is beneficial. Case 
studies of several families are included. 
Tables present data on age, parents* 
IQ’s, changes in children’s IQ s, EEG s, 
family income, housing, child growth 
rate;, nutritional intake, and medical 
histories. This document is available 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash 
ington, D.C. 20402, for $0.35. (JZ) 

ABSTRACT 10305 

EC 01 0305 ED 017 1 1 1 

Publ. Date 63 
Begab, Michael J. 

The Mentally Retarded Child, a 
Guide to Services of Social Agencies, 
Children’s Bureau, Welfare Admin., 
Washington, D.C. 

EDRS not available 

Descriptors; exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; etiology; family 
problems; adjustment problems; individ- 
ual development; children; educational 
planning; social work; social workers; 
group therapy; child development; com- 
munity planning; child care 

Essential information is presented to 
social workers so that they may provide 
better services to mentally retarded 
children and their families. Included are 
(1) a look at the past, current definition, 
and discussion of causation* (2) factors 
in development, growth, an-2 behavioral 
characteristics for three levels of retar- 
dation, and (3) several family related 
problems and factors in family adjust- 
ment. Casework and social group work 
with parents and with" children are also 
discussed. The following topics about 
planning are treated— home care, institu- 
tional care, foster home care* small 



group homes, adoption, supplementing 
parental care with day care or home- 
maker services, other services, and com- 
munity planning. A 65=item reference 
list is included. This document was 
published by the Superintendent of Doc- 
uments, U.S. Government Printing Off- 
ice, Washington, D L C. 20402, and is 
available for $0.45. (DF) 

ABSTRACT 10363 

EC 01 0363 ED 019 766 

Puhl, Date 66 
Ehlers, Walter H. 

Mothers of Retarded Children, How 
They Feel, Where They Find Help. 
EDRS not available 

Descriptors*, exceptional child research; 
mentally handicapped; family (sociolog- 
ical unit); parent attitudes; parents; psy- 
chological needs; mothers; mother atti- 
tudes; interviews; special services; com- 
munity services; counseling services; 
field interviews; health cervices; socioe- 
conomic status; day care services; social 
services; psychological services; medical 
services; case studies (education); mini- 
mally brain injured 

The research study investigated how 
mothers of mentally retarded children 
perceived the retardation, how they 
made decisions in seeking and using 
help, and how they reacted to and 
valued services rendered. The 24 sub- 
jects were mothers whose retarded child- 
ren were classified as brain injured (in- 
cluding mongoloid), had IQ’s below 54, 
and were less than 10 years of age. A 
field study approach with a focused 
interview was employed. In addition, 
Interview data, case records, related doc- 
uments, and interviews with the clinic 
staff were analyzed. Information Is in- 
cluded on (I) the children, the families, 
and the service program, (2) the moth- 
ers, and (3) the services of the clinic. 
Implications are drawn from the sum- 
mary, findings, and conclusions of the 
study. Significant services now available 
and prospects for the future are dis- 
cussed. Appendixes give (1) characteris- 
tics of the families, (2) organization and 
classification of instructional groups, (3) 
data guide, and (4) recommendations of 
the President’s Panel on Mental Retar- 
dation. A bibliography lists 151 entries. 
This book was published by Charles C 
Thomas, Bannerstone House, 301-327 
East Lawrence Avenue, Springfield, Illi- 
nois 62703, and is available for $6,75. 
(DF) 

ABSTRACT 10388 

EC 01 0388 ED 015 i 99 

Publ, Date 64 
Ross, Alan O. 

The Exceptional Child in the Fain 1; * 
Helping Parents of Exceptional Chi Id* 
ren. 

EDRS not available 

Descriptors: exceptional child servlet s; 
counseling; family (sociological unit); 
parents; parent attitudes; parent coun- 
seling; parent child relationship; adop- 
tion; behavior; case records; children; 
family counseling; emotionally dis- 



Excepiional Child Bibliography Series 



turbed; family involvement; family rela- 
tionship; gifted: handicapped children; 
mentally handicapped; parent role; 
physically handicapped: adopted child- 
ren 

Adjustments parents make when an ex- 
ccptional child is included in the family 
structure is the focus of this book- The 
dynamics of family interaction are de- 
scribed, The family as a social system is 
defined, and roles of family members are 
discussed. Parental attitudes and behav- 
iors are presented as closely related to 
adjustment of the exceptional child in 
the family. There are descriptions of 
some of the common psychological de- 
fenses used by parents as they attempt to 
adjust to a child with a defect. The aim 
and procedures of counseling parents of 
exceptional children and the principles 
and purposes which apply to interview- 
ing parents and establishing an accepta- 
ble relaiionship between counselor and 
parents are explained. The influence of 
exceptional children (mentally retarded, 
sensory defective or physically handi- 
capped, emotionally disturbed and men- 
tally ill, gifted, and adopted) on the 
family organization are presented. The 
final sections include a case history, an 
annotated bibliography of 21 selected 
guides for parents, and a 159-item refer- 
ence list. This document is available 
from Grune and Stratton* Inc,, 381 Park 
Avenue South, New York 16, New 
York, for $6.75. (UM) 



ABSTRACT 10442 

EC 01 0442 ED 015 601 

Publ, Date 63 

Ratchick, Irving; Koenig, Frances G. 
Guidance and the Physically Handi- 
capped Child. Professional Guidance 
Series Booklets. 

EDRS not available 

Descriptors; exceptional child educa- 
tion; counseling; handicapped children; 
guidance; regular class placement; iden- 
tification; community services; referral; 
teacher responsibility; ancillary services; 
classification; teacher role; parent role; 
student placement; enrichment 

Chapters on identifying the handi- 
capped, planning for the handicapped, 
the roles of parents and teachers, enrich- 
ment of educational programs through 
the arts, vocational planning, and 
sources of help for the handicapped are 
contained in this booklet. Appendixes 
provide (I) general clinical classification 
and definitions of various handicapping 
conditions, (2) a chart which gives basic 
facts about handicaps and is subdivided 
into categories of classification, prog- 
ress, description, and related informa- 
tion, (3) factors to consider when placing 
the handicapped, and (4) resources (gov- 
ernment agencies, service clubs, agen- 
cies concerned with specific handicaps, 
general health agencies, youth groups, 
and veterans groups) which provide a 
variety of services for the handicapped, 
A 17-item bibliography is included. This 
document is available from Science Re- 
search Associates, Inc., 259 East Erie 
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Sired. Chicago, Illinois 60610. and is 
available for S i.50. (GR) 

ABSTRACT 10602 

EC 01 0602 ED N.A, 

Publ, Data 67 272p. 

Arthur, Julietta K, 

Employ r. wnt for the Handicapped; A 
Guide for the Disabled, Their Fami- 
lies, and Their Counselors. 

EDRS not available 

Abingdon Press, 201 Eighth Avenue 
South, Nashville, Tennessee 32702 
($5.9 5). 

Descriptors; exceptional child services; 
physically handicapped; vocational re- 
habilitation; visually handicapped; or- 
thopedically handicapped; federal aid; 
federal programs; employment; employ- 
ment qualifications; employment poten- 
tial; employment opportunities “ govern- 
ment employees; job training educa- 
tional programs; college attendance; at- 
titudes; homebound; self employment; 
directories 

Written to serve as a resource for the 
disabled, their familk s, counselors, and 
employers, the book presents vocational 
information and advice. Topics consi- 
dered are the nature of disability and its 
implications, sources of help, preparing 
to work, the pros and cons of college, 
meeting the employer halfway, whether 
or not to tell about one's disability when 
seeking employment, job training and 
job opportunities, opportunities in gov- 
ernment service-, a business of one's 
own, and on the job at home, A conclud- 
ing section indicates where to get more 
information, and gives the names and 
addresses of organizations, agencies, pe- 
riodicals, and other publications, (JD) 

ABSTRACT 10603 

ECO! 0603 ED N.A. 

Publ. Date 66 ^P- 

Varwig, Renate 

Social Considerations in the Care of 
the Preschool Hearing Handicapped 
Child. 

Health Center For Children, Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Social Service De- 
partment; 

American Academy Of Pediatrics, Van- 
couver, British Columbia 
EDRS not available 

Audccibel; VI 5 N4 P143-4, 146-8 Fall 
1966 

Reprinted From The Volta Review, 
June 1965; Paper Presented At A Sym- 
posium, Disorders Of Communication 
(Vancouver, British Columbia, 1962). 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
aurally handicapped; multiply handb 
capped; family (sociological unit); deaf; 
children; emotionally disturbed; pres- 
chool children; parent attitudes; parent 
child relationship; problems; social 
problems; anti social behavior; parent 
counseling 

Deaf children have a higher incidence of 
emotional disturbances and behavior de- 
viations than do children with normal 
hearing- If a child’s hearing loss is not 
recognized as such, his inability to re- 
spond may b. interpreted as naughtiness 
or stubbornness. Parental attitudes to- 



ward deaf children range from over 
protectiveness to denial of existence of 
the handicap, complete indifference to 
the child, or frank hostility. Parents 
must have the opportunity to ask ques- 
tions and resolve their mixed feelings so 
that they may see their offspring as 
children first, instead of focusing on the 
handicap. Personality and environmen- 
tal factors which determine the ability of 
parents to accept the handicapped child 
are emotional maturity, intellectual ca- 
pacity, stability of marriage, and abs- 
ence or presence of social handicaps. In 
some homes the presence of the hearing 
handicapped child is just one of many 
problems such as unemployment, ill 
health, and poor housing. Social and 
emotional problems put an added strain 
on parent-child relationships. The out- 
come of any training program depends 
on the parents feelings toward the child 
and their ability to use constructively 
help offered by the clinic. Therefore, a 
psychosocial assessment is necessary, 
and the social worker is essential to the 
diagnostic-therapeutic team, (JB) 



ABSTRACT 10662 

EC 01 0662 ED N.A 

Publ, Date (65) 134p. 

Cegelka, Walter J. 

Readings in Counseling Parents of 
Exceptional Children, 

EDRS not available 

Selected Academic Readings, Inc., Col- 
lege Division, 830 Broadway, New 
York, New York 10003, 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 

tion; counseling; family (sociological 
unit); children; parent counseling; men- 
tally handicapped; gifted; underachiev- 
ers; emotionally disturbed; speech hand- 
icapped; aurally handicapped; visually 
handicapped; physically handicapped; 
minimally brain injured; deaf; blind; 
cerebral palsy; stuttering; learning disa- 
bilities 

Eighteen articles, collected and reprint- 
ed from 10 different journals dating 
from 1945 to 1965, treat counseling 
procedures and problems in dealing with 
parents. Counseling of parents whose 
infants or older children may be retard- 
ed, gifted, underachievers, emotionally 
disturbed, stutterers, deaf, blind, cere= 
bral palsied, or brain injured is dis- 
cussed, Among methods mentioned are 
parent-teacher conferences, psyehother- 
apy for parents, group counseling, thera- 
py, and consultation, (DF) 
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A social worker considers adju- iment by 
parents of a retarded child, Require- 
ments for the initial interview are listed 
and defense mechanisms parents use in 
dealing with a crisis situation are de- 
scribed, The parents’ need For profes- 
sional help of obstetricians, pediatri- 
cians, nurses, and educators is delineat- 
ed; ways to meei this reed ar explored. 
Suggestions are made for parental as- 
sessment and reassessment of their re- 
tarded child. (SN) 
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The need for interpreting mental retar- 
dation and its implications to parents is 
discussed. Mentioned are the inadequa- 
cy of reporting diagnosis and recom= 
mending school placement and the im- 
portance of early and mntinuing coun- 
seling. The use of the tern' general 
learning disability is proposed, and sev- 
en suggestions for followup counseling 
are offered. A bibliography cites eight 
items. (JD) 
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Minnesota University, Minneapolis, In- 
stitute Of Child Development 
Office Of Education (DHEW), Washing- 
ton, D, C. 

EDRS mf,hc 

OEC-SA E-7774 CRP-365 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
mentally handicapped; family (sociolog- 
ical unit); counseling; family counseling; 
mental retardation; family problems; 
parent attitudes: d^y care services; small 
group instruction; parent education; 
group therapy; trainable mentally handi* 
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The effect of contact with personnel of a 
day care center was ec .TUpared with 
various methods of counseling in assist- 
ing parents of trainable retarded child- 
ren to adjust to the family problems 
created by the retardation. Major objec- 
tives were as follows: to compare atti- 
tude change among parents who obtain 
counseling through incidental contacts 
with personnel in a day center and 
through a small group discussion meet- 
ing held regularly at the day care center; 
to compare attitude change among stu- 
dents whose parents were subjected to 
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the varying counseling patterns; lo com- 
pare faciual information gains among 
the three parent groups; and to analyze 
the change among parents in the three 
groups in relation to the personality of 
the parent, the parent’s level of educa- 
tion, and the severity and type of defect 
of the child. The findings were essential- 
ly negative. No evidence could be devel- 
oped that one method was superior to 
others, or, indeed, that any group 
showed significant gain on any informa- 
tion, attitude, or skill variable. Never- 
theless, the indirect evidence acquired 
seemed significant. Parents seemed to 
benefit in self feeling and self attitude 
through agency contact. More lengthy 
contact between agencies and parents 
was therefore recommended. (JL) 
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The basic objective of this research was 
to evaluate the effectiveness of a particu- 
lar audiovisual program on the attitudes 
and information levels of parents of 
young deaf and hard of hearing children. 
The program was composed of one 
longer introductory film and record and 
18 film-record units in two series, Le,, 
the information series in which a didac- 
tic approach was used to teach the 
concepts and techniques used in the 
John Tracy Clinic, and the parent atti- 
tude series in which the Clinic’s com 
cepts of child rearing and family rela- 
tions were illustrated by examples. The 
parent attitude series (the star version) 
was narrated by well known movie and 
television personalities, while the infor- 
mation series (the expert version) used 
fictitious professionals as narrators, for 
10 weeks, on a nationwide basis, 47 
self-organized groups of parents (aver- 
age number was less than 10) met each 
week to view two films, listen to two 
records, and discuss the materials. The 
materials were presented in four modes, 
all of one series before the other, or with 
one another. The research further asked 
whether different orders of presentations 
of these materials would differentially 
affect levels of information and attitude 
change, and whether levels of informa- 
tion and attitude change would prove to 
be a function of prior experience and 
personality characteristics. Instruments 
were four parent-completed question- 
naires (group assignment, before, after, 
and delayed after). Findings indicated 



that the materials successfully increased 
information levels and affected some 
positive change in attitudinal positions, 
though in »he ease of the latter a certain 
amount of backsliding was evident. 
However, type of narration and order of 
presentation did not differentially affect 
these changes. Attendance and selected 
background characteristics proved to be 
significantly related to the observed atti- 
tude and information change. The me- 
chanics of making the audiovisual mate- 
rials, questionnaires used, descriptions 
of the films, and the results (seven tables, 
10 figures) are included, (GD) 
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A compilation of 62 readings, the book 
considers the guidance of exceptional 
children. An overview section presents 
papers dealing with self concept, voca- 
tional rehabilitation, behavior modifica- 
tion, and the guidance counselor. In 
eluded in a section on gifted children are 
articles about career requirements of 
gifted children and parents, counseling 
and guidance, and creativity. A section 
on underachievers discusses the undera- 
chieving gifted child, achievement, and 
non achievement and counseling. Emo- 
tionally disturbed children are discussed 
in terms of identification, vocational 
counseling, psychoeducational process- 
es, and a directed activity program. 
Articles about the mental iy retarded 
deal with counseling, prevocational 
evaluation, vocational planning, curricu- 
lum, tutorial counseling* and parent 
group meetings. The section on rehabili- 
tation of mentally retarded youth prov- 
ides readings about placement* sheltered 
workshops, determining employability* 
ai d philosophy and recommendations of 
tfcfe President’s Panel on Mental Retar= 
dation. Readings about the blind discuss 
helping a physically disabled friend, 
predicting manual work success, coun- 
seling, and placement. The section on 
the deaf and speech handicapped pre- 
sents readings about the relationship of 
parental attitudes to speech problems, 
predicting school achievement in deaf 
children, counseling (including the hard 
of hearing), and a talk with parents. The 
miscellaneous physically handicapped 
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section discusses aspects of cerebral pal- 
sy, family adjustment, cardiacs, counsel- 
ing, education, and vocational rehabili- 
tation. An annotated list of suggested 
readings follows each section, (MY) 
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To try to produce more capable deaf 
children through early parental educa= 
tion, eight families participated in a 
2-semester program. Parents observed 
the children, age 18 months to 3 1/2 
years, receiving language stimulation in 
free play in a nursery and observed 
individual therapy based on the Tracy 
Correspondence Course. Non-directive 
group meetings encouraged parents to 
find their own solution? to problems. 
Therapists met with parents to discuss 
the goals and techniques of therapy; 
parents administered therapy first to 
another child and then to their own. 
Lecture type and fathers only meetings 
were also held. Evaluation of program 
success based on staff observations indi- 
cated growth and change in all of the 
children and in many parents. Almost 
all children were lipreading, using 
speech meaningfully, and performing 
better in social and play situations. 
Parents seemed to be helped in resolving 
their intitial confusion, in getting the 
problem of having a deaf child into 
perspective, in recognizing that the child 
was primarily language handicapped, 
and in appreciating the job of the thera- 
pist. (RP) 
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The San Francisco Hearing and Speech 
Center’s preschool program for hearing 
impaired children is described. Ap s 
proaches to home management used by 
the center are discussed, consisting of 
talks with parents, demonstrations, ac- 
tive participation in learning tasks by 
parents, a modified correspondence 
course, a lending toy bank, and home 
visits. Advantages of the home visit 
program include the fact that the home 
is the natural environment of the child 
and the mother, and the facts that 
coordination results from teacher-parent 
familiarity with the environmental situa- 
tion and sounds in which each language 
is developed, contact extends to others 
in the home and community, and tiring 
trips to the center are avoided. The 
ability to test results of counseling, 
discover new techniques, and impart a 
sense of importance to parent effort are 
advantages to the center. The question 
of the frequency duration pattern of 
home visits for maximum efficiency is 
discussed and the program’s solution 
given. The problems of a home visit 
program considered include lack of 
standards, obtaining personnel trained 
for home visits, and funding. (SN) 

ABSTRACT 11257 

EC 01 1257 ED N. A. 

Publ. Date Jun 69 4p. 

Terdal, Leif; Buell, Joan 
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This article describes a behavioral pro- 
gram in which parents are taught to 
provide a special environment for their 
handicapped children. In each case goals 
are individualized to fit the problems 
and needs of the child and family. The 
parent is first encouraged to identify 
goals. These may include eliminating 
inappropriate behaviors and/or develop- 
ing skills in their child. Through demon- 
strations and work with their own child, 
parents observe and practice principles 
of reinforcement and shaping. (Author) 
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A case study was made by interviewing 
268 couples who had at home a child 
they considered severely mentally re- 
tarded (IQ 50 of below, age 15 or 
below). Three kinds of effect were inves- 
tigated, including general effect, effect of 
social setting (variables being social-psy- 
chological, social-organizational, and 
d e mograph ic-ecol og i cal ), and joint ef- 
fect, Results on the nature of family 
crisis indicated that in families with high 
early marital integration, the extent of 
initial impact of retardation on the 
husband was inversely related to the 
current degree of integration, and in the 
remaining families no such relationship 
was found; mothers were more willing 
to place a retarded boy who was an 
oldest child than one who was an only 
child; retarded boys had a greater im- 
pact on fathers initially and on mothers 
currently; and, especially for husbands, 
current impact tended to vary directly 
with initial impact. Results concerning 
the parents’ willingness to institutional- 
ize the child revealed that the higher the 
social status, the greater the relative 
willingness of the husband as compared 
with that of the wife; in high status 
families, willingness varied directly with 
the number of normal children in the 
family; and the lower the social status, 
the greater the relative willingness of 
mothers of retarded boys as compared 
with mothers of retarded girls. (JD) 



ABSTRACT 11339 

EC 01 1339 ED 019 808 

Publ. Date Nov 66 4p. 

Gelhart, Robert P. 

A Bibliography on Mental Retarda- 
tion, Family Attitudes, Number II. 
Colorado State College, Greeley, Rocky 
Mountain SEIMC 
EDRS mf,he 

Descriptors; exceptional child educa- 
tion; mentally handicapped; family (so- 
ciological unit); family relationship: 
family attitudes; parent attitudes; parent 
reaction; research projects; bibliogra- 
phies; mental retardation 



r 



Thirty-eight books and articles are ciied 
in this bibliography on family attitudes 
toward mental retardation. Dating from 
1938 to 1965, the items listed consider 
parent adjustment and acceptance in the 
family crisis of mental retardation. Sev- 
eral entries treat marital integration, 
sibling relationships, institutional- 
ization, and home care. A companion 
bibliography of 105 items on the general 
topic of mental retardation is also avail- 
able. (JD) 
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capped; parent school relationship; self 
evaluation; attitudes 

Positive and negative aspects of rearing 
mental retardates were identified and 
measured during this study by examina- 
tions of parental attitudes and how these 
attitudes often affect the daily behavior 
and learning readiness of children while 
in school. Behavioral factors of the 
individual child were analyzed and com- 
pared with statistics covering family 
status and stability, and both considera- 
tions were investigated as relative con- 
tributors to parental attitude. The sam- 
pie was drawn from parents of 400 
mentally retarded children, varying in 
mental ability and family-school envi= 
ronmen's and representing a wide range 
of social, economic, and cultural influ- 
ences, The data were gathered through 
direct interviews with the parents. Find- 
ings indicated that most pertinent in an 
index of family acceptance or integra- 
tion were those qualities in the parents 
themselves related to high self esteem, 
low child rearing anxiety, low sex anxie- 
ty, high husband-wife agreement on 
child rearing techniques, low feelings of 
self blame, and high affectional inter- 
change between the child and both par- 
ents. Further research was indicated in 
the areas of parent counseling and par- 
ent-school interaction and cooperation. 
(JH) 

ABSTRACT 11368 

EC 01 1368 ED N.A. 

Publ. Date 63 J95p. 

Davis, Fred 

Passage Through Crisis; Polio Vic- 
tims and Their Families. An Adv- 
anced Study in Sociology. 



EDRS not available 

Bobbs-Merril! Company, Inc,, Publish- 
ers, 4300 W, 62nd Street, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46206 ($2,95), 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
physically handicapped; family (sociol- 
ogical unit); attitudes; adjustment (to 
environment); family attitudes; family 
life; family problems; parent child rela- 
tionship; orthopedically handicapped; 
diseases; clinics; physical therapy; ad- 
justment problems; social attitudes; par- 
ent attitudes; stress variables; medical 
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pitalized children; poliomyelitis 

Fourteen families were studied in a 
psychiatric setting during the period 
when one of their children was adjusting 
to the serious illness of poliomyelitis and 
the families were experiencing the so- 
cial-psychological impact of the illness. 
The children (eight boys and six girls, 
aged 4 to 12) and the families were 
studied longitudinally for 18 to 24 
months with a variety of medical, psy- 
chological, and sociological methods. 
Stages of the * risis experience common 
to all cases and delineated through par- 
ental anecdotes were prelude, warning, 
impact, and inventory. Parental perspec- 
tives on recovery of the child shifted 
from a highly optimistic shortterm out- 
look to a longer perspective that permit- 
ted conceptions short of full recovery. 
Parents were often not informed or 
misinformed about the amount of irred- 
ucible residual paralysis; sustenance of 
parental optimism after the child came 
home depended on the child's physical 
and functional progress. Role perform- 
ances and relationships within the fami- 
ly were studied; and despite stress, the 
families did not profoundly change their 
life schemes but clung to sameness. 
Coping with negative meanings imputed 
to visible physical handicaps in society 
took two forms, either making light of 
these meanings or withdrawing from 
social contacts, (DF) 
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The interview responses of parents of 50 
mongoloid children are presented and 
discussed. The parents' statements ex- 
plain when and how they learned the 
child was a mongoloid and describe the 
child in the home and in the neighbor- 



hood with regard to traits, behavior, and 
discipline, explaining the child’s accept- 
ance by grandparents, brothers and sis- 
ters, and neighbors, fears about sexual 
maturity, and meeting special needs. 
Aspects of the future are discussed by 
parents of children on the waiting list 
for institutional placement and by par- 
ents of children not on the list; patterns 
of the two groups are defined. Responses 
concerning the effect on the parents 
treat marital closeness, family planning, 
social activities, and personal attitudes. 
Implications of the study involve infer- 
mation programs, initial counseling, 
guidance in supervision, services, insti- 
tutionalization, and research. Two tables 
and 53 selected references are provided. 
(LE) 
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Fourteen papers in English, French, or 
German, each with a summary in all 
three languages, consider mental retar- 
dation and family Stress, Papers on the 
following are provided; breaking the 
news, developmental stresses on families 
of the mentally handicapped, problems 
of the retarded when their parents age, 
and attitudes of the retarded person 
toward himself. Also considered a-.«= 
respect for life, spiritual welfare, coun- 
seling, social provision, financial help, 
public acceptance of the mentally re- 
tarded child, the role of parent associa- 
tions, and research and the future. A 
conference Introduction, summary, and 
conclusion are included. (JD) 
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This study sought to evaluate maternal 
understanding of information obtained 
during a diagnostic consultation by 
mothers of speech-handicapped children 
as s result of two replay procedures; 
Video Tape Replay (VTR) and Audio 
Tape Relay (ATR). A 35-item list (Com- 
munication Behavior Scale; CBS) of 
developmental levels in speech and lam 
guage was constructed and validated. It 
consisted of items classified under the 
following variables: verbal comprehen- 
sion^ verbal communication, articula- 
tion ability, and iutellgibility of speech. 
One hundred twenty mothers of speech- 
handicapped children were divided into 
three groups of 40 each. All subjects 
completed the CBS before and after they 
were seen by the diagnostician, a speech 
pathologist. Group I received only the 
regular diagnostic consultation from the 
speech pathologist; Group II (VTR) saw 
the entire diagnostic consultation again 
by video-tape replay; and Group III 
(ATR) heard the entire diagnostic con- 
sultation again by tape recording. Sta- 
tistically significant differences were 
found for all four variables between 
control and experimental groups. With 
one exception* no differences were 
found between the experimental grqups. 
The implications of mechanical feed- 
back and its utility in the diagnostic or 
research setting are discussed, (Author) 
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Reasons for the school behavior of dis= 
turbed children are discussed as is the 
value of assessing family communica- 
tion for improved understanding of such 
behavior. Also considered are conjoint 
family diagnosis and treatment, the 
school's obligation, and the student as 
symptom carrier. The family is de= 
scribed in terms of its guiding rules, its 
communication process* and nonverbal 
communication, and the history of its 
behavior. The student's school behavior 
is explained as having both message and 
meaning, being interrelated with that of 
his family, and Functioning as a symp- 
tom of blocked growth, (JD) 
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A questionnaire completed by 39 sets of 
parents of handicapped college students 
indicated that the parents were most 
concerned with the following; architec- 
turally modified facilities and their 
children’s physical ability to move 
about; acceptance their children would 
find in educational, social and employ- 
ment activities; and their children’s un- 
supervised, independent functioning and 
equal employment opportunities. The 
findings thus suggested that professional 
workers dealing with parents of handi- 
capped students at the precollege level 
should give the parents more informa- 
tion in these areas and in parent child 
relationships. (LE) 
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The necessity for counselors to discuss 
the nature and extent of a child’s retar- 
dation while assisting the child’s parents 
to accept its reality so that they can take 
effective action is discussed. The possi- 
bility of building to acceptance of retar- 
dation by misinformation or misunder- 
standing is mentioned and concrete in- 
formation and explanation is advised to 
avoid selective perception which distorts 
diagnostic interpretations. Definitions of 
developmental levels and techniques 
used in presenting them to the parent 
are given. Use of mental age is discussed 
and a chart of a child functioning at half 
the normal level is provided which illus- 
trates the decrease of functional level 
versus normal chronological age with 
increase of age. Use of brief, nonstruc- 
tured observations of parent-child inter- 
action arc described as an advantageous 
use of limited time and a useful supple- 
ment to conventional information col- 
lecting techniques better to know how to 
present findings and advice in child 
rearing to parents. Selected illustrative 
case reports are presented and three 
references given. (TL) 
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Publ. Date Jul 68 33p. 

Lowell. Edgar L. 

Home Teaching for Parents of Young 
Deaf Children. Final Report. 

John Tracy Clinic, Los Angeles. Califor- 
nia 

Office of Education (DHEW), Washing- 
ton, D. C,, Bureau Of Education For 
The Handicapped 

EDRS mf,he 
OEG-32- 14=0000- 1014 
BR-5-0362 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
aurally handicapped; parent education; 
leaching methods; program evaluation; 
preschool children; deaf; language in- 
struction; rating scales; tutoring; parent 
attitudes; language development; speech 
clinics; Boone Infant Speech and Lan= 
guage Development Scale; John 1 racy 
Clinic 

To explore and evaluate the feasibility 
of providing language instruction to 
parents of young deaf children in a 
nome-like environment, a demonstra- 
tion home was established at a clinic. 
Parents were invited to attend weekly 
meetings which were reduced to 1/2 
hour In length during the course of the 
project. Parents could bring other sib- 
lings, family members, and materials 
from their own home. A single tutor 
worked with each family in separate 
rooms in language building activities. 
Fifty-two families who visited the dem- 
onstration home for 10 weekly visits 
were compared with 25 families who 
were enrolled in the John Tracy Clinic 
traditional service program. Language 
development in the children was as- 
sessed with the Boone Scale and changes 
in the parents' information and attitudes 
were assessed by scales previously devel- 
oped at the Clinic. The language scales 
were too unreliable to be satisfactory, 
but all showed substantial gains for the 
demonstration home children. The par- 
ent information scores showed that the 
demonstration home parents did slightly 
better than the control group of parents. 
There was no change in the parent 
attitude scales. Experience with the pro- 
gram was judged so satisfactory by the 
staff of John Tracy Clinic that the 
program is being continued as a Clinic 
function after the expiration of federal 
grant and has been extended to two 
similar branch programs, (RJ) 
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Walder, Leopold O. And Others 
Teaching Parents and Others Princi- 
ples of Behavioral Control for Modify- 
ing the Behavior of Children* Final 
Report. 

Institute For Behavioral Research, Inc., 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
Office Of Education (DHEW), Washing- 
ton, D. C, 

EDRS mf,hc 

OEG-32-3Q-75 15=5024 PHI 
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gram to teach behavioral analysis 
pies and applications to parents 
;her caretakers of disturbing child- 
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g 50 families, A nine-family study 
en done comparing three 12- week 
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2-week treatment period 3 weeks 
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ed: one before treatment I, one 
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il uta, based on objective ratings of 
apes of parent-child interactions 
irents" psychological test perform- 
were collected during all measure- 
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speeific-to each family categories, 
nt groups seemed better but there 
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sance, The psychological tests of 
k operant-only parent pairs im- 
I more than did the three nonoper- 
m-operant parent pairs. Recom= 
ttions for further research and 
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community relations; schooling and par- 
ental aspirations; discipline; religion; 
and parent perceptions and attitudes. 
The handicapped ranking scale is de- 
scribed, and a summary, critique, and 
proposals are given. The appendix in- 
cludes parent questionnaires and behav- 
ioral rating scales. (RJ) 

ABSTRACT 11757 

EC 01 1757 ED N.A. 

Publ. Date Feb 67 6p, 

Wild man, Peggy Riggs 
A Parent Education Program for Par- 
ents of Cerebral Palsied Children^ 
EDRS not available 

Cerebral Palsy Journal; V28 N 1 P9- 1 4 
Jan-Fab 1967 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; physically handicapped; mentally 
handicapped; cerebral palsy, course or- 
ganization; community programs; par- 
ent education; etiology; child rearing; 
child development; behavior change; 
community services; school programs; 
recreation; adults; religion; discipline; 
psychological needs 

A course outline for an education pro- 
gram for parents of cerebral palsied 
children includes nine units on causes 
and effects of cerebral palsy, emotional 
needs of the child, techniques of habit 
training, developmental stages of nor- 
mal and mentally retarded children, 
discipline of the retarded, the school 
program, recreation and religion, facili- 
ties available within the community and 
adult needs and prospects for the cere- 
bral palsied. Each unit suggests methods 
of presentation and questions for small 
group discussion, and also lists teaching 
aids and resource materials. The need 
for yearly evaluation of the program is 
noted, (GB) 
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Horton, Kathryn Barth 
Home Demonstration Teaching fc? 
Parents of Very Young Deaf Children, 
Bill Wilkerson Hearing And Speech 
Center, Nashville, Tennessee 
Office Of Education (DHEW), Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

EDRS not available 

Volta Review; V70 N2 P97-I01, 104 
Feb 1968 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; aurally handicapped; learning; 
family (sociological unit); language; 
deaf; preschool children; parents; parent 
child relationship; parent participation; 
clinical diagnosis; evaluation tech- 
niques; language development; flexible 
scheduling; hearing clinics; home in- 
struction; Home Demonstration Teach- 
ing Program for Parents of Very Young 
Deaf Children 




nary audiological and social evaluation, 
scheduling the child and his parents for 
regular visits to the Center, and teaching 
parents and children through demon 
stration and participation how everyday 
activities can be utilized for the benefit 
of the child's language development. 
Also considered are periodic evaluation 
by audiologists of the children’s sensiti v- 
ity and discrimination levels, the im- 
portance of early detection and assess- 
ment of the hearing impairment, and the 
use of the normal sequence of listening 
experiences and natural language devel- 
opment. The participating children and 
parents, and the success of the program 
are described. (JB) 
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Publ. Date 68 3p. 

Abbott, Gwen 

The Young Deaf Child a§ Pari of the 
Family Unit. 

London University, England, Institute 
Of Education 
EDRS not available 

Institute Of Education, London Univer- 
sity, London, England. 

Read At The Conference On Some 
Sociological Aspects Of Deafness (Lon- 
don, October 12, 1968). 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
aurally handicapped; parent counseling; 
family problems; parent attitudes; teach- 
er role; child rearing 

Patterns and characteristics discovered 
in the homes of deaf children through 
visits by peripatetic teachers of the deaf 
are discussed. Problems mentioned are 
the following: the strain and pressure the 
family experiences in caring for the 
handicapped child; over-protection of 
the deaf member; rejection of the deaf 
child; over anxious parents who give the 
child preferential treatment; and neglect 
of hearing siblings who often resent the 
special attention given the deaf child or 
who are forced to assume the burden of 
responsibility. The suggestion is made 
that these family units are likely to need 
expert help and guidance which can be 
provided by the peripatetic teachers. 
(GD) 
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Jordan, Elizabeth C, 

The Role of the Teacher In the 
Rehabilitation of the Atypical Child; 
Presentation. 

EDRS not available 

Devereux Schools Forum; V4 N1 P42=4 
Spr-Sum 1967 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; mentally handicapped; parent 
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An interview between a special class 
teacher and the parents of a mentally 
handicapped student is related. The par- 
ents’ questions and lack of acceptance 
are described as are the teacher s under- 
standing and referral of the parents to 
the school social worker or to other 
therapists, (SN) 

ABSTRACT 11894 

EC 01 1894 ED N.A. 

Publ, Date Jan 67 7p. 

Meyerowitz, Joseph H, 

Parental Awareness of Retardation. 
EDRS not available 

American Journal Of Mental Deficien- 
cy; V71 N4 F637-43 Jan 1967 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
mentally handicapped; educable mental- 
ly handicapped; parent attitudes; paren- 
tal aspiration; regular class placement; 
special classes; parent reaction; identifi- 
cation 

One hundred twenty educable mentally 
handicapped children (IQ's 60 to 85) 
were randomly placed in either regular 
first grade or special education class- 
rooms. Sixty normal first graders (IQ’s 
90 tc 1 10), matched by family socioe- 
conomic status, served as controls. Ques- 
tions asked of parents at three points 
during the child’s first 2 school years 
focused upon awareness of mental defi- 
ciency and its implications for the 
child’s future. Parents of retarded child- 
ren indicated that their children had 
responded in an immature manner to 
their environment and were expected to 
complete fewer years of schooling; how- 
ever, they held life goals and . ecu pa- 
tlonal expectations for their children 
which did not differ from those held by 
parents of normal children. Parents of 
retarded children in special classes man- 
ifested greater awareness of their child- 
ren’s deficiency than did parents of 
retarded children in regular classes. At 
the end of the 1st and 2nd years, when 
parents compared their children with 
others along six academic dimensions, 
the control parents responded differently 
from parents of retarded children, but 
the two groups of parents of the retarded 
did not differ significantly. At the end of 
the 1st year, when parents compared 
their children in social areas, no signifi- 
cant differences were found. Thus, par- 
ents of the retarded accepted middle 
class occupational respectability, but re- 
jected the schools as a means to this end 
and also rejected evaluations of their 
children made by the school. (TL) 

ABSTRACT 1 2001 

EC 01 2001 ED N,A. 

Publ. Date May 66 5p. 

Mayer, Joseph 

Difficulties in Handling the Human 
Element in the Psychological Evalua- 
tion of Blind Children. 

Harvard University Medical School, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, Department 
Of Psychiatry 
EDRS not available 

International ? Journal For The Educa- 
tion Of The Blind, Inc,; V15 N3 P97- 
101 May 1966 



Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; visually handicapped; blind; alti- 
tudes; perception; psychological evalua- 
tion; partially sighted; parent attitudes; 
childhood attitudes- referral 

The perceptions, feelings and attitudes 
of the four human elements in the 
psychological evaluation of blind child- 
ren are discussed. The human elements 
are the child being evaluated, the exam- 
iner, the referring person, and the par- 
ents, The congenitally blind child per- 
ceives the world differently because of 
his unusual developmental state. The 
partially sighted or traumaticaily blind- 
ed child must function in a sighted 
world, where learning is now more 
difficult. His attitudes, obtained partly 
from society and parents, may include 
fear, rejection, passivity, and denial. The 
examiner’s attitude toward blindness 
may handicap an objective evaluation of 
the child; he may tend to overestimate 
the child’s capabilities, attribute all 
pathology to the blindness, and offer 
unwise sympathy and false hopes. The 
parents and the source of referral, which 
frequently are the same, are viewed as 
elements which often desire evidence 
from an evaluation to support conclu- 
sions they would like reached. Five 
references are given. (KH) 
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EC 02 004 1 ED 002 992 

Publ, Date 64 95p. 

Ohlsen, M. M, 

Appraisal of Group Counseling for 
Underachieving Bright Fifth Graders 
and Their Parents. 

Illinois University, Urbana, College Of 
Education 

Office Of Education (PHEW), Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

EDRS mf,hc 
CRP-933 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
gifted; counseling; achievement; group 
relations; group dynamics; program 
evaluation; underachievers; experimen- 
tal programs; group counseling; family 
relationship; parent child relationship 

A method of principal actor role classifi- 
cation was used to examine the interac- 
tion of a group of bright, underachieving 
fifth graders. In this method, the person 
who was the center of the group’s atten- 
tion at any given time (by either verbal 
or nonverbal behavior) was termed the 
principal actor. Observers classified the 
verbal contributions of the principal 
actor in 28 principal actor roles and the 
responses of group members In four 
response categories. Analysis of the in- 
teraction record provided an indication 
of response patterns of individuals both 
to principal actor roles and to other 
individuals. Parents of the children also 
met for group counseling. Although 
most of the predicted changes in the 
students did not occur, unsolicited re- 
ports from group participants indicated 
significant improvement in family rela- 
tions which resulted in significant im- 
provement in some of the children. The 
classification process was investigated 



further to determine the accuracy of 
verbal classifications made from tape 
recordings of the group sessions by 
comparison with classification based on 
kinescopes of the sessions. (AL) 
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Publ. Date Aug 66 3p. 

Olshansky, Simon 

Issue at Point; Parent Responses to a 
Mentally Defective Child, 

EDRS not available 

Mental Retardation; V4 N4 P21-3 Aug 
1966 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; community pro- 
grams; p *rent counseling; community 
services; parent attitudes; parent child 
relationship; parent reaction; profession- 
al personnel; professional services; resi- 
dential care 

The problem of mental deficiency is 
considered in relation to the values of 
American culture* the family tragedy of 
mental deficiency is discussed; and the 
resulting chronic sorrow is dt -scribed. 
Consideration is then given to the role 
of the professional, of concrete services, 
of scapegoats, and of institutional- 
ization, (j D) 

ABSTRACT 20114 

EC 02 0114 ED N.A. 

Publ. Date Dec 65 3p. 

Wild man, Peggy Riggs 
A Parent Education Program for Par- 
ents of Mentally Retarded Children, 
EDRS not available 

Mental Retardation; V3 N6 P17-9 Dee 
1965 

Descriptors; exceptional child educa- 
tion; mentally handicapped; parent edu- 
cation; etiology; emotional adjustment; 
child develop merit; discipline; educa- 
tional programs; recreation; religious 
education; community services- self care 
skills 

A suggested course of study for an 
education program for parents of retard- 
ed children includes units on the follow- 
ing: causes and effects of retardation, 
emotional needs of the child, habit train- 
ing, developmental stages of normal and 
mentally retarded children, discipline, 
the school program, recreation and reli- 
gion, community facilities, and the fu- 
ture. (Author) 
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EC 02 0394 ED N.A, 

Pubh Date Sep 69 2p. 

Fellendorf, George W,; Harrow, Icie 
If 1 Had It to Do Over,,.** 

EDRS not available 

Exceptional Children; V36 N1 P43-4 
Sept 1969 

Based On A Paper Presented To The 
Annual International Convention, Tile 
Council For Exceptional Children (Den- 
ver, Colorado, April, 1969). 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
aurally handicapped; parent attitudes; 
Identification; parental aspiration 

Questionnaires were mailed to 550 par- 
ents of hearing impaired children; 260 
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were returned. Sixty-five percent said 
that a good education was their biggest 
concern for their child at the time while 
30% said their biggest concern was good 
speech. When asked about their biggest 
concern in the future, only 40% said a 
good education; 40% desired acceptance 
by others while 10% replied a good job 
and 10% stated good speech. Fifty-one 
percent indicated they felt satisfied after 
their first interview with a medical spe- 
cialist concerning diagnosis; 81% were 
convinced they had a hearing handi- 
capped child after seeing from one to 
three specialists; and more than 16% 
said a grandparent had first called atten- 
tion to the possible impairment vs 5% 
who said the first suspicion was by a 
medical person. Conclusions were that 
parents need someone to whom they can 
talk about their concerns and needs, 
(RJ) 

ABSTRACT 20396 

EC 02 0396 ED RA, 

Publ, Date Dec 69 6p, 

Rad in, Norma 

The Impact of a Kindergarten Home 
Counseling Program. 

EDRS not available 

Exceptional Children; V36 N4 P251-6 
Dec 1969 

Based On A Paper Presented At The 
Annual Meeting Of The Midwestern 
Psychological Association (41st, Chica- 
go, Illinois, May, 1969), 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
disadvantaged youth; kindergarten: 
preschool programs; parent counseling; 
intelligence level; able students; parent 
participation; supplementary education; 
Supplementary Kindergarten interven- 
tion Program 

Three matched groups of 12 disadvan- 
taged, high ability students who had 
previously participated in a preschool 
program underwent differential kinder- 
garten experiences. The variable produc- 
ing both superior performance by the 
children on cognitive measures and a 
more stimulating home environment 
was found to be a parent counseling 
program. The youngsters showing the 
greatest gains on the Binet were those 
whose mothers had been intensely in- 
volved in the educative process at both 
the preschool and kindergarten level. 
(Author) 

ABSTRACT 20495 

EG 02 0495 ED N-A- 

Publ. Date Mar 67 7p. 

Ramsey, Glenn V- 

Review of Group Methods with par- 
ents of the Mentally Retarded. 

EDRS not available 

American Journal Of Mental Deficien- 
cy; V71 N5 P857-63 Mar 1967 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
mentally handicapped; research reviews 
(publications); research needs; counsel- 
ing; group counseling; parent counsel- 
ing; group structure; research methodol- 
ogy; research design; research problems 

Fifteen studies of the use of various 
group methods to help parents of retard- 

o 




ed children arc reviewed. The analysis 
covers •‘^cruitment and composition of 
groups, selection criteria for member- 
ship, group structure, type of leaders 
employed, size of groups, frequency and 
duration of session, problems consi- 
dered, and reports of outcomes. Criti- 
cism is directed toward the design of 
most of the studies, especially the criter- 
ia for group membership, evaluation of 
results, and lack of control g-oups or 
followup studies. Suggestions are made 
for gathering information for future 
studies on taxonomic description of the 
population variables, group structure 
leaders, effective timing, and increased 
objectivity in measurement. Possible use 
of tape recording*, control groups, and 
followup studies are proposed. (TL) 

ABSTRACT 20501 

EC 02 0501 ED N.A, 

Publ. Date 64 !5p. 

Wolff, Use S. 

Nursing Role in Counseling Parents 
of Mentally Retarded Children* 
Welfare Administration (DHEW), 

Washington, D. C,, Children's Bureau 
EDRS not available 

U, S, Department Of Health, Education, 
And Welfare, Welfare Administration, 
Children's Bureau, Washington, D, C. 
20201. 

Presented At The Third Biennial Meeb 
ing Of Public Health Nurses Working In 
Maternal And Child Health Programs 
For The Mentally Retarded (Children's 
Hospital, Los Angeles, California, May 
27, 28, And 29, 1963), 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; health personnel; 
adult counseling; parent attitudes; 

Various aspects of parent counseling 
from the viewpoint of a public health 
nurse in home contacts are considered. 
Definitions of counseling are presented 
along with a rationale for approaching 
the problems of parents of mentally 
retarded children. The role of the nurse 
in relation to these problems is discussed 
and support through promoting commu- 
nication, reassurance, supporting deci- 
sions, and the sharing of frailty are 
mentioned, (LL) 
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Publ. Daie 60 538p, 

Fliegler, Louis A,; Hebeler, Jean 
A Study of the Structure of Attitudes 
T Parents of Edueable Mentally Re- 
tarded Children and a Study of a 
Change in Attitude Structure* Volume 
I, 

Syracuse University, New York, New 
York, Research Institute 
Office Of Education (DHEW), Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

EDRS mf s hc 

OEC-SA E-6408 CEP-018-VOL.1 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
mentally handicapped; counseling; atti- 
tudes; family (sociological unit); educa- 
ble mentally handicapped; parent atti- 
tudes; counseling programs; personality 
change; child rearing; changing atti- 
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tudes; group counseling; parent counsel- 
ing; personal adjustment 

The attitudes of parents of educable 
mentally retarded children sverc studied, 
and the effectiveness of altering parental 
attitudes through time sequences of 
counseling was assessed. The project 
studied 60 fathers and 60 mothers who 
were divided into four groups, each 
group consisting of 15 fathers and 15 
mothers. One group received intensive 
counseling for 1 week, one group partic- 
ipated in counsel ing once a month for 3 
months, and one group participated in 
counseling for 6 months. The attitudes 
of parents involved in the study were 
measured by attitude tests, interviews, 
and personality tests administered be- 
fore and after group sessions. Positive 
patterns of child rearing were found and 
parents tended to be more adjusted to 
the handicap and to educational goals 
than to community or neighborhood 
reaction to the child. Counseling seemed 
to have the effect of liberalizing atti- 
tudes toward retardation and personal 
adjustment. The longer the counseling 
period the more ideas on the general 
subject changed while short periods 
brought more changes on specific points 
Although results showed great variabili- 
ty conclusions were that counseling has 
a selected effect on the attitudes and 
personality structure of parents and that 
group counseling can be beneficial, (JL) 
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Mental Retardation? A Family Crisis; 
The Therapeutic Role of the Physi- 
cian. 

Group For The Advancement Of Psy- 
chiatry, New York, New York, Commit- 
tee On Mental Retardation 
EDRS not available 
RR-56 

Publications Office, Group For The 
Advancement Of Psychiatry, 104 East 
25th Street, New York, New York 
10010 , 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; family (sociolog- 
ical unit); adjustment (to environment); 
parent counseling; physicians; counselor 
acceptance; emotional adjustment; fami- 
ly problems 

Discussed in the text are the parents* 
emotional reactions to mental retarda- 
tion, the physician’s own reaction and 
his role in helping the parents to accept 
the diagnosis, and the child’s emotional 
needs. Levels of retardation are defined. 
Appendixes include classifications, an 
18-item reading list for physicians, and a 
14-item reading list for parents, (LE) 
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Jacobs, Marjorie A, 

The Professional Viewpoint* A Dem- 
onstration Home Program for Very 
Young Hearing Impaired Children* 
EDRS not available 

National Hearing Aid Journal; V22 N7 
Pll, 34-5 May 1969 
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Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
aurally handicapped; preschool child- 
ren; preschool programs; hearing clin- 
ics; speech clinics; speech therapy; lan- 
guage instruction; parent participation 

A demonstration home program is dis- 
cussed which was developed so that 
parents and their preschool hearing im- 
paired children could come into an 
informal homelike atmosphere for in- 
struction, The program’s purposes are 
presented: to aid in the early detection 
of auditory disorders; to help the child, 
by means of parent training; to develop 
communication skills; and to provide 
early training of residual hearing and 
evaluation of auditory acuity. Activities 
in the demonstration home are consi- 
deied: utilization by the teacher of daily 
activities and routines as the basis for 
language experiences and demonstra- 
tions for parents of ways to help their 
child relate events of his environment to 
the spoken word. The provision of eve- 
ning lectures which provide parents with 
information regarding hearing impair- 
ment is mentioned. (GD) 

ABSTRACT 20952 

EC 02 0952 ED 033 492 

Publ, Date 69 37p, 

Emerick, Lon 

The Parent Interview | Guidelines for 
Student and Practicing Speech Clini- 
cians. 

EDRS not available 

The Interstate Printers & Publishers, 
Inc,, 19=27 North Jackson Street, Dan- 
ville, Illinois 61832 ($1.50). 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
speech handicapped* parents; inter- 
views; speech therapy; parent counsel- 
ing; speech therapists; communication 
problems; clinical diagnosis 

The importance and nature of the 
speech clinician’s diagnostic interview 
with his client’s parents are discussed; 
also discussed are factors preventing 
establishment of effective communica- 
tion, including the clinician’s fears and 
attitudes toward parents. An approach 
to interviewing is presented in terms of 
the goals of obtaining and giving infor- 
mation and providing release and sup- 
port. Ways to improve interviewing are 
also suggested, (JD) 
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Fellendr ri; George W.; Harrow, Icie 
Parenl Counseling 1961-1968, 

EDRS not available 

Volta Review; V72 Nl P51-7 Jan 1970 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
aurally handicapped; parent attitudes; 
parent counseling; surveys; question- 
naires; hearing clinics; specialists; physi- 
cians; identification 

The results of questionnaires answered 
by parents of deaf children are presented 
examining the direction followed in de- 
tecting their children’s loss, confirma- 
tion of their suspicions by professionals, 
and the number of medical or paramedi- 
cal personnel contacted. Negative expe- 
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ricnees are indicated by many parents, 
and a need for increased quality and 
availability of parent counseling services 
is emphasized, (Author/RD) 

ABSTRACT 21404 

EC 02 1404 ED N.A. 

Publ. Date Dec 69 3p 

Stephens, Wyatt E. 

Interpreting Mental Retardation to 
Parents in a Multi-Discipline Diag- 
nostic Clinic. 

EDRS not available 

Mental Retardation; V7 N6 P57-9 Dec 
1969 

Based On A Paper Presented At The 
International Conference Of The Coun- 
cil For Exceptional Children (New York 
City). 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; parent counsel- 
ing; professional services; parent partici- 
pation; clinics; counseling services 

Two methods of reporting diagnostic 
findings of mental retardation to parents 
are described. The so called virtuoso 
model employs much professional lan- 
guage and display aimed mainly at the 
professional community and may sub- 
merge the parent in jargon and uncon- 
cern. The interaction model emphasizes 
the needs of the parent and child using 
several sessions and question and answer 
methods rather than detailed laboratory 
reports. The contention is that the inter- 
action method is best since it satisfies 
the deepest parental concerns, (JM) 

ABSTRACT 21412 

EC 02 1412 ED N.A. 

Publ, Date Dec 69 5p, 

Warniek, Lillian 

The Effect upon a Family of a Child 
with a Handicap. 

EDRS not available 

New Outlook For The Blind; V63 N10 
P299-8 Dec 1969 

Descriptors* exceptional child services; 
parent reaction; parent counseling; 
handicapped children; emotional adjust- 
ment; stress variables; family problems 

The effects on a family of a child with a 
handicap are discussed. The main areas 
of concern are family reaction to early 
Identification, periods of stress for the 
family, and parental counseling Atten- 
tion is paid to the availability of services 
to the family, the crises that strike, the 
attributes of a good counselor, parental 
preferences in counseling, group coun= 
seling, and parent groups. (JM) 

ABSTRACT 21449 

EC 02 1449 ED 034 328 

Publ. Date 62 40 P 

Alden, Jerome; Johnesse, Adaline 
These Are Not Children; A Play 
About Opportunities for the Mentally 
Retarded. 

Family Service Association Of America, 
New York, Plays For Living 
Rehabilitation Services Administration 
(DHEW), Washington, D. G. 

EDRS mf,he 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; adjustment (to 



environment); vocational rehabilitation; 
drama; public education; family rela- 
tionship; parent attitudes; skits 

The play, which involves a mentally 
retarded youth, his parents, and a reha- 
bilitation counselor, gives dramatic em- 
phasis to the youth’s problems in adjust- 
ing to the outside world and to the 
adjustment problems of the parents. The 
character of Joey is used to demonstrate 
that the retarded can be helped to lead 
useful and productive lives and to gain 
feelings of status and pride. A discussion 
guide is included. (LE) 

ABSTRACT 21483 

EC 02 1483 ED 034 361 

Publ. Date 69 135p. 

Jacobs, Jerry 

The Search far Help! A Study of the 
Retarded Child in the Community. 

EDRS not available 

Brunner/Mazel. Publishers, 80 East 1 1th 
Street, New York, New York 10003 
($5.95). 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; mentally handicapped; identifica- 
tion; educational programs; parent reac- 
tion; family relationali ip; preschool pro- 
grams; teacher attitudes; mongolism; 
family problems; physicians; parent atti- 
tudes 

The problems of diagnosis and prognosis 
of mental retardation are discussed and 
include the doctor parent interaction, its 
nature and consequences, and current 
outlooks as self-fulfilling prophecies. As- 
pects of educational programs treated 
are referral to available facilities, parent 
and child background, preschool pro- 
grams, the retarded as teachers, educa- 
tion after preschool, evaluation of the 
preschool program by parents, teaching 
methods, administrative concerns, 
teacher preparedness, and teacher edu= 
cation. Attention is also given to the 
child's effect on the family: infanticide, 
institutional care, daily problems, ado 
lescence and adulthood, care of the child 
upon the death of the parents, and 
effects on the parents and siblings. (JM) 

ABSTRACT 21512 

EG 02 1512 ED 027 550 

Publ. Date (67) 16p- 

Lurie, Abraham; Harold, Ron 
Multiple Group Counseling with Dis- 
charged Schizophrenic Adolescents 
and Their Parents. 

National Institute Of Mental Health 
(DREW), Bethesda. Maryland 
EDRS mf,he 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
emotionally disturbed; adolescents; 
communication skills; creative activi- 
ties; discussion groups; family counsel- 
ing; group activities; group counseling; 
group dynamics; role playing; schizo- 
phrenia* parent child relationship 

Discharged adolescent schizophrenics 
(17) and their families participated in a 
pilot program of multiple group counsel- 
ing, planned to help ex-patients reinte- 
grate into the community. Patients were 
selected prior to discharge and randomly 
divided into three multiple-family 
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groups. Each participating family had 
had a severe breakdown in the parent 
child relationship in the areas of com- 
mon ca ion, mutual expectations, and 
interpersonal relationships. Three intro- 
ductory sessions allowed for observation 
of family cooperation and interaction. 
Weekly meetings were held for one year 
after discharge at a community center. 
Specific counseling goals were to: im- 
prove parent-child communication. 
Change unrealistic parental expectations 
of the child, lessen shame of family 
(hospitalization stigma), and improve 
parental understanding and acceptance 
of their own and children’s social roles. 
Advantages of multiple family counsel- 
ing were: families could compare them- 
selves to other families, activities al- 
lowed for family unit as well as individ- 
ual member participation, behavioral 
insights were shared, social relationships 
were established by families, and ex-pa- 
tients developed an understanding of 
their parents. (NG) 

ABSTRACT 21529 

EC 02 1529 EDN.A. 

Publ. Date Nov 69 4p. 

Lessin, Sylvia And Others 

A Marathon Workshop: Help for the 
Retarded Child With Management 
Problems, 

EDRS not available 

Child Welfare; V48 N9 P560-3 Nov 
1 969 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; emotionally dis- 
turbed; guidance services; group coun- 
seling; family counseling; guidance pro- 
grams; parent child relationship; parent 
workshops; behavior problems 

As a result of the concern felt by a 
guidance center for servicing the needs 
of retarded children rejected by the 
public and private schools because of 
severe behavior problems, four families, 
including parents, siblings, and children, 
met with members of the professional 
staff on 4 consecutive days. The struc- 
ture of the program allowed for direct 
staff observation on family interaction 
and provided for staff support and iden- 
tification with other families facing simi- 
lar problems. Each of the four children 
and their families are analyzed with 
observations and benefits of group inter- 
action on behavior change described. 
The article indicates that a short term, 
intensive, total approach has impact on 
family patterns and offers guidance staff 
a more accurate evaluation of the child’s 
potential. (WW) 

ABSTRACT 21 814 

EC 02 1614 EDN.A, 

Publ. Date Jan 70 4p. 

Marshall, Nancy R.; Goldstein, Steven 
G, 

Effects of Three Consultation Proce- 
dures on Maternal Understanding of 
Diagnostic Information. 

EDRS not available 

American Journal Of Mental Deficien- 
cy; V74 N4 P479-82 Jan 1970 

Descriptors: exceptional ehild research; 
multiply handicapped; consultation pro- 
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grams; parent counseling; speech handi- 
capped; mentally handicapped; parent 
child relationship; clinical diagnosis; 
evaluation techniques 

Three diagnostic procedures (routine, 
video replay and audio replay) were 
completed with 45 mothers each of 
speech-handicapped mentally retarded 
children and speech-handicapped child- 
ren of normal intelligence to determine 
gains in the information which had been 
presented during the diagnostic consuls- 
tion. Pre- and postconsultation Commu- 
nication Behavior Scales and Communi- 
cation Profiles on the children were 
obtained from the mothers by speech 
pathologists. Consistent differences were 
found between mothers of mentally re- 
tarded and normal children. Mechanical 
reproduction of the diagnostic consulta- 
tion appeared to facilitate mother’s un- 
derstanding of the problem. Apparent 
extensions to an information processing 
theory are discussed. (Author) 

ABSTRACT 21784 

EC 02 1784 ED 034 910 

Publ. Date Dec 69 I2lp. 

Exceptional Children Conference 
Papers: Parent Participation in Early 
Childhood Education. 

Council For Exceptional Children, Ar- 
lington, Virginia 
EDRS mf,hc 

Papers Presented At The Special Con- 
ference On Early Childhood Education, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, Dee. 10=13, 
i960. 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; early childhood education; parent 
participation; parent counseling; behav- 
ior change; identification; parent educa- 
tion; family involvement; infants; pres- 
chool children; child rearing; parent 
role; parent attitudes; conference reports 

Eight discussions of parent participation 
cover the following areas: dimensions of 
family involvement in early childhood 
education; the relationship of the parent, 
child, and professional staff; parent reac- 
tions to the identification of handicaps 
and their involvement in early educa- 
tion; parent participation in a program 
of behavior modification for physically 
handicapped children; the use of parent 
meetings and parent educators who visit 
homes to assist parents in helping child- 
ren to learn; a program for training 
mothers to instruct their infants at 
home; a sociological perspective on 
counseling parents of handicapped 
children; and early diagnosis of deafness 
and parent counseling. (RJ) 

ABSTRACT 21829 

EC 02 1829 EDN.A. 

Publ. Date Mar 70 4p. 

Danahy, Robert 

A Parent’s Challenge to Educators 
and Parents. 

EDRS not available 

Volta Review; V72 N3 P153-6 Mar 
1970 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; aurally handicapped; parent role; 




parent teacher relationship; parent par- 
ticipation 

Discussed is the increasing need for 
parents to participate actively in the 
education of their hearing impaired 
children. The traditional passive role of 
the parent is described as opposed to the 
new role of involvement and support in 
education. The parent is challenged to 
demand improved programs, contribute 
their time and effort to education, and 
participate in the highest level of capa- 
bility. (JM) 

ABSTRACT 21843 

EG 02 1843 EDN.A. 

Publ. Date Jan 70 4p. 

Criss, Florence L,; Goodw'm, Ray C, 
Short-Term Group Counseling for 
Parents of Children in. Residential 
Treatment. 

EDRS not available 

Child Welfare; V49 Nl P45-8 Jan 1970 

Descriptors; exceptional child services; 
parent counseling; group counseling; 
residential centers; parent child relation- 
ship; community programs; community 
services; Fairfax County (Virginia) 

A 12=week group counseling program 
for parents of children in residential 
treatment attempted to give parents a 
chance to examine relationships with 
their children and themselves and to 
gain insight into the child’s problems as 
extensions of the family relationship. 
Two therapists from the residential cen- 
ter emphasized problems of communica- 
tion in 1 1/2 hour weekly sessions with 
seven parent couples and one single 
parent. Several weeks after the program 
ended, significant efforts toward change 
were evidenced in several families. It 
was found that short-term, eommunica- 
tion-oriented group work with parents is 
useful in reorganizing and strengthening 
family life. (M5) 

ABSTRACT 21878 

EC 02 1878 EDN.A. 

Publ. Date Apr 70 13p. 

Scheinfeld, Daniel R. And Others 
Parents’ Values, Family Networks, 
and Family Development: Working 
with Disadvantaged Families. 

EDRS not available 

American Journal Of Orthopsychiatry; 
V46 N3 P4 13-25 Apr 1970 

Descriptors: exceptional child research; 
disadvantaged youth; family role; family 
influence; preschool children; family 
counseling 

The paper reports and evaluates a strate- 
gy for working whh disadvantaged fami- 
lies whose preschool children are show- 
ing signs of slow development. Parents 
are first interviewed eoneerning their 
child-rearing values. A series of concrete 
activities commensurate with the par- 
ents’ own value system are then intro- 
duced Into family life. Through this 
proeess new kinds of exchanges develop 
within the family and parents’ ideas 
concerning child-rearing become more 
developmental. Parents are then enlisted 
to help develop other families within 
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their social network. The open-ended 
interview schedule is included in the 
paper. (Author) 

ABSTRACT 22135 

EC 02 2135 EDNA 

PubL Date Jan 70 8p. 

Bricklin, Patricia M, 

Counseling Parents of Children with 
Learning Disabilities 

EDRS not available 

Reading Teacher; V23 N4 P33 1 8 Jan 
1970 

Descriptors* learning disabilities; parent 
counseling; group counseling 

The reasons for providing parent coun- 
seling at the Parkway Day School are set 
forth; the sessions provide information 
on learning disabilities, provide a liaison 
between home and school, and help 
parents to understand the behavior and 
feelings of their children, The focus on 
getting parents to develop a total ap- 
proach to the child's behavior is dis- 
cussed, and an example of working 
through a problem is presented. Similar 
reactions to the counseling by parents 
and teachers are listed; both felt that the 
ability to see the child from different 
perspectives was helpful, (RJ) 

ABSTRACT 22710 

EC 02 2710 ED 039 652 

PubL Date 67 92p. 

Zarnari, Olga 

Group Work with Parents of Mentally 
Retarded Children* 

Center For Mental Health And Re- 
search, Athens, Greece 
EDRS mf,hc 

Descriptors; exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; parent counsel- 
ing; parent conferences; parent role; 
developmental guidance; parent atti- 
tudes; agency role; administrative or- 
ganization; group counseling; family 
counseling- behavior problems; foreign 
countries; Greece 

Topics include the role of the family in 
the development and growth of the 
mentally handicapped (MH) child, the 
psychological impact of the MH child 
on the family, parental attitudes, and the 
need for guidpmce and counseling of 
parents of MH children. Also of concern 
are the agency framework, the goals 
aimed at by the group guidance pro- 
gram, the method of their work, and the 
organization of . the groups. Also dis- 
cussed are the pioblem of mental handi- 
caps, the effect of MH on behavior, 
attitudes and feelings of parents, and the 
organization of the Greek Association of 
Parents of Mentally Retarded Children. 
(JM) 

ABSTRACT 22730 

EC 02 2730 ED 039 672 

PubL Date 66 24p, 

The Church and the Mentally Retard- 
ed Person. 

Canadian Council Of Churches, Toron- 
to (Ontario); 

Canadian Association For The Mentally 
Retarded, Toronto (Ontario) 

EDRS not available 

a 

?ir Counseling 



Canadian Association For The Mentally 
Retarded, 149 Alcorn Avenue, Toronto 
7, Ontario, Canada ($0.50), 

Descriptors mentally handicapped; 
church role; church programs; religious 
education; family counseling; Canada 

P? "ted to ministers and lay church 
L iS, the booklet describes the men- 
tally retarded and discusses how the 
church can minister to them and to their 
families. An appendix reviews what is 
currently being done in Canadian 
churches. (JD) 

ABSTRACT 22755 

EC 02 2755 ED 039 697 

PubL Date Mar 70 42p. 

Fils, David H.; Attwell. Arthur A. 
Counseling Parents of Mentally Re- 
tarded Children and Youth. 

Los Angeles County Superintendent Of 
Public Schools, California 
Office Of Education (DHEW), Washing- 
ton, D. C M Bureau Of Elementary And 
Secondary Education 
EDRS mf,hc 
O EG- 10-000-025 1 1942 

Descriptors* exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; parent counsel- 
ing; parent education; parent child rela- 
tionship, parent associations 

Written in question and answer form, 
the guide for parents of mentally handi- 
capped children provides information in 
the areas of health and medical con- 
cents, assessment of the child’s mental 
ability, parent-child-family relation- 
ships, education, psychological and psy- 
chiatric adjustments of both child and 
parent, improving cor.imunication, and 
recreation. Also included are aspects of 
vocational training, legal and social se- 
curity provisions, community responsi- 
bility, agencies and parent organiza- 
tion?, developmental landmarks for nor- 
mal and Downs Syndrome children, 
selected reading references, age factors 
of calorie needs, and a nutrition chart. 
(RD) 

ABSTRACT 2276§ 

EC 02 2766 ED N.A, 

PubL Date 63 55p. 

Jones, John Walker 

The Visually Handicapped Child at 
Home and School. 

Office Of Education (DHEW), Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

EDRS not available 

Superintendent Of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 20402 ($0.25). 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; visually handicapped; administra- 
tion; piogram planning; educational 
needs; family environment; identifica- 
tion; school role; school planning; in- 
structional aids; instructional materials; 
self care skills; information sources 

Discussion of the visually handicapped 
child at home includes the parent coun- 
seling program, levels of expectation, 
enriching and supplementing school ex- 
periences, and the older child. An analy- 
sis of the child at school presents infor- 



mation on vision screening, identifica- 
tion, what the school should know about 
the child, trial placement, and basic 
instructional needs. Development of a 
school program includes a definition of 
the role of the state department of 
education, organizational plans, quail fi- 
eatons of the special teacher, and factors 
affecting program planning. Also dis- 
cussed are sources of special books and 
aids, distribution of educational aids, 
and low-vision optical aids. Charts give 
numbers of school systems with special 
programs, visually handicapped school 
children, and readers of braille. Appen- 
dixes include sources of professional 
literature, an eye examination report 
form, and acknowledgements. (LE) 

ABSTRACT 22849 

EC 02 2849 ED N.A, 

PubL Date Apr 66 4p, 

Amend, Edith L. 

A Parent Education ProRrrim in a 
Children's Hospital. 

EDRS not available 

Nursing Outlook; ¥14 N4 Apr 1966 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
hospitalized children; parent education; 
parent conferences 

A parent education program developed 
to provide emotional security for the 
parent, the patient and the nurse is 
discussed. The four areas of greatest 
impact are described as pre-surgery con- 
ferences with parent and Child, instruc- 
tion in post-hospital care, a change in 
visiting schedule to open hours, and the 
teaching program for the nursing staff. 
Group conferences of 45- to 60-minute 
duration covering every known detail of 
hospitalization are held for parents of 
children with related diseases. Individu- 
al supportive conferences are held with 
parents of critically ill children. Home 
visits are made by public health nurses 
to discharged patients with myelr Alenin* 
gocele. A policy of open visiting hours 
was found to be beneficial to both parent 
and child. Better understanding of par- 
ents' and patients’ needs were promoted 
through patient-centered conferences 
with the staff. (FS) 

ABSTRACT 2301 0 

EG 02 3010 ED N.A. 

PubL Date 63 5p. 

Oberman, J. William 

The Physician and Parents of the 
Retarded Child. 

EDRS not available 

Children; V10 N3 P1G9-13 May-Jun 
1963 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; physicians; par- 
ent counseling; clinical diagnosis; parent 
attitudes; preschool children; infancy; 
counseling 

The role of the family physician or 
pediatrician in fostering desirable per- 
sonality development of the retarded 
preschool child and in helping parents 
adjust to their child’s retardation and his 
developmental needs is discussed. Con- 
frontation and counseling regarding par- 
ents* feelings of denial, guilt, and anxiety 
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is shown to be a necessary task of the 
physician because he is often the only 
professional sought during the crucial 
early years of development* Certain 
booklets may be helpful to parents. It is 
pointed out that the actual evaluation 
should be both a learning and therapeu- 
tic experience for parents, and that the 
most important factor in the ability of 
parents to plan realistically for their 
ch'Id is time, during which parents ob- 
serve the normal but delayed sequence 
of developmental stages* Services of a 
public health nurse and flexibility in the 
physician’s plans for the child are rec- 
ommended, (JM) 

ABSTRACT 2301 1 

EC 02 301 1 ED N.A. 

Pub!. Date f.l 5p. 

Parmelee, Arthur H., Jr. 

The Doctor and the Handicapped 
Child, 

EDRS not available 

Children; V9 N 5 PI 89-93 Sep-Gct 1962 

Descriptors; exceptional child services; 
physically handicapped; parent child re- 
lationship; physicians; clinical diagnosis; 
communication; parent attitudes; infants 

The important role of the physician in 
teUing parents about their child’s handi- 
capping condition is focused upon, em- 
phasizing the effects of both how he tells 
them and how he and staff act toward 
the child and his parents. Doctors’ feel- 
ings about impairments and anomalies 
may hamper communication when par- 
ents are trying to cope with the initial 
crisis of accepting the presence of a 
permanent disability. The impact is dif- 
ferent for handicaps noted at birth than 
for those noted later, Goals for the 
physician and the entire clinic or hospi- 
tal staff to pursue in their relationship 
with the handicapped child and with the 
parents are delineated, (DF) 

ABSTRACT 23193 

EC 02 3193 ED N.A. 

Publ* Date 67 6p. 

Curfman, Hope G*; Arnold, Carol B. 

A Homebound Therapy Program for 
Severely Retarded Children. 

EDRS not available 

Children; V14 N2 F63-8 Mar-Apr 1967 

Descriptors; exceptional child services; 
mentally handicapped; home instruc- 
tion; educational therapy; occupational 
therapy; social work; family counseling; 
program descriptions 

Described is a homebound therapy pro- 
gram in Denver sponsored by the Sewall 
Easter Seal Rehabilitation Center to 
help severely retarded children and their 
parents. The goals of the program (to 
assess and develop potentialities of each 
child, and to help the family understand 
the child and contribute more to his 
development) are met by the services of 
a social worker and an occupational 
therapist. The occupational therapist 
concentrates, on the child while the 
social worker helps the family. The 
individual aims for each child include; 
teaching of skills for performing activi- 
ties of daily living, help in using toys 




constructively, help in improving motor 
and perceptual development, and prepa- 
ration of the child for further training 
suitable to his ability. In addition to 
services in the home, the center also 
holds eight weekly one-hour counseling 
sessions fur the mothers. While the 
mothers are with the social worker, the 
occupational therapist conducts a pro- 
gram for the children divided into free 
play, snack time, and project time. The 
goals of the group program for the 
mothers are; to provide help in living 
and dealing with feelings, to create an 
environment in which feelings can he 
aired, to provide specific help with prob- 
lems of management, to help minimize 
the feeling of isoh iion, and to encourage 
the use of services of the center and 
other community organizations. The 
center has found that the entire needs of 
the family with a retarded child are best 
met by the combined services of the 
occupational therapist and the social 
worker rather than each working inde- 
pendently, (FS) 

ABSTRACT 23288 

EC 02 3288 ED N.A. 

Publ. Date Feb 67 4p. 

Howell, Doris A. 

A Child Dies, 

EDRS not available 

Hospital Topics; V45 P93-94, 96, 101 
Feb 1967 

Reprinted From Journal Of Pediatric 
Surgery, Vol 1* Feb 1966, Pp2=7 s 

Descriptors: exceptional child services; 
hospitalized children; physicians; death; 
parent counseling; parent attitudes; 
medical treatment 

The physician’s attitude toward treating 
the dying child and his efforts to make 
death bearable for the family, and to 
salvage the family after death, are dis- 
cussed as compassionate skills which the 
physician must learn to handle. Tech- 
niques are suggested for informing the 
family of a fatal illness directly and 
honestly, yet allowing them some small 
hope (of freedom from pain, of medical 
research progress). It is felt that the 
physician should anticipate and help to 
assuage guilt feelings, suggest outside 
confirmation of the diagnosis for reas- 
surance, and counsel the family in main- 
taining normalcy to insure the security 
and happiness of the child. The physi- 
cian’s actions and relationship with the 
family during the course of the disease, 
in the terminal period, and at death are 
discussed. Day-to-day living to counter- 
act disappointment can be encouraged 
by the physician. Treatment in the final 
days Is his decision, it is felt, and should 
stem from his philosophy. (KW) 

ABSTRACT 23387 

EC 02 3387 ED N.A. 

Publ. Date May 70 6p. 

Abrams, Jules C. 

Parental Dynainki-Their Role in 
Learning; Disabilities. 

EDRS not available 

Reading Teacher; V23 N8 P751-60 May 
1970 
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Descriptors; exceptional child research; 
learning disabilitie s; parent role; parent 
child relationship; parent attitudes; dys- 
lexia; case records; minimally brain in- 
jured; parent education; parent counsel- 
ing 

The perceptions of parents toward a 
child with severe learning disabilities 
but no obvious physical problems is 
discussed. Reactions of parents in two 
case studies involving bn* in-damaged 
and dyslexic children are described. It is 
noted that the mother of a brain-dam- 
aged child frequently perceives him as a 
threat to her own narcissism, and that 
infinite fantasies and guilt are common 
for both parents. Resulting behaviors of 
parents include over-protection, over-in- 
dulgence, denial, and projection* The 
importance of teaching parents about 
the nature of the disability is stressed. It 
is concluded that parental dynamics play 
a very important role in the formulation 
or exacerbation of any learning disabili- 
ty, and in understanding children whose 
disabilities have no specific psychogenic 
etiology. (GD) 

ABSTRACT 23430 

EC 02 3430 ED N.A* 

Publ. Date 66 5p. 

Northcott, Winifred 

Language Development Through Par- 
ent Counseling and Guidance, 

EDRS not available 

Volta Review; V68 N5 P356-60 May 
1966 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; aurally handicapped; language de- 
velopment; preschool children; parent 
role; parent counseling 

Preschool education for the deaf 
through a guidance and counseling pro- 
gram for parents is discussed. Parent 
needs, counselor qualifications, conduct- 
ing the first interview, additional visits, 
and developing language comprehension 
are considered. An illustration of a 
method to develop language, a rationale, 
application to concepts of linguistic de- 
velopment, and specific goals for the 
child are also mentioned, (RJ) 

ABSTRACT 23438 

EC 02 3438 ED N.A* 

Publ. Date 65 Up- 

Beck, Helen 

The Closed* Short-Term Group: A 

Treatment Adjunct for Parents of 
Mentally Retarded Children, 

Social And Rehabilitation Service 
(DHEW), Washington, D* C. 

EDRS not available 

Superintendent of Documents, U,S. 
Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 20402. 

Descriptors: exceptional child educa- 
tion; mentally handicapped; parent 
counseling; group therapy; family prob- 
lems; group dynamics; group relations; 
leader participation; objectives; personal 
interests; group structure 

Treatment in a closed, short-term group 
for parents of mentally retarded children 
is described in terms of suggested goals; 
group dynamics including concerns of 
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time, location, size and composition of the problems of group management. and typical topics and coi^erns of 

group; "he role of the group leader; and Four general patterns of group behavior, members are preserite . ( ) 
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